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Alaska’s Freight System at a Crossroads 
A complex system with many moving parts 

Alaska is vast—bigger than California and Texas combined. Its population of 734,000 people is spread out and 
wide-ranging in its needs. While the urbanized Anchorage/Mat-Su economic region is served by ports, rail, and 
trucks, the 82-percent majority of remote and roadless communities depend solely on air and marine freight. 
Add to that supply chains that extend not just throughout Alaska and the lower 48 but worldwide, and you have 
a complex, interconnected system that depends on multiple travel modes.  

Good condition is vital for such a freight system to work as it needs to. Over time, even the best maintained 
infrastructure needs to be reconstructed or replaced. Alaska Moves 2050 is the DOT&PF’s blueprint for 
maintaining a safe, efficient, truly dependable freight system over the next 25 years. 

Getting ready for change 

Growth, funding challenges, evolving technology, and the effects of climate change will demand flexibility and 
resilience in the coming decades. Through it all, connecting people and goods, from the remote north to the big 
city, is the guiding ethos of the Alaska Moves 2050 LRTP and Freight Plan. 

The plan outlines goals, actions, and project priorities that will position the Alaska Department of Transportation 
and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), its planning partners, multimodal freight stakeholders, and policymakers toward 
one vision—to keep Alaska’s freight moving efficiently and safely. 
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Goals & Actions 
The goals and actions summarized below are aimed at making the best use of existing infrastructure, 
services, and resources. They support the top priorities of increasing safety and efficiency, keeping 
life cycle costs as low as possible, and increasing travel choices and system resiliency. 

 

Safety 
Increase safety for all modes during 
the movement of freight 

• Develop and implement a Truck Parking Plan. 

• Implement FAA Alaska Aviation Safety Initiative 
(FAASI) Report. 

• Implement the Alaska Strategic Highway Safety 
Plan (SHSP). 

• Evaluate and improve at-grade rail crossings of 
state-owned assets. 

• Construct separated active transportation 
facilities along freight corridors. 

  

Mobility and Access 
Move goods safely, reliably, and cost-
effectively across Alaska 

• Prioritize projects that connect modes. 

• Prioritize critical connections, such as first- and 
last-mile connections and key military routes. 

• Address truck bottlenecks. 
  

Economic Vitality 
Facilitate economic growth and lower 
the cost of goods and services 

• Update DOT&PF leadership on port planning 
initiatives annually. 

• Leverage community partnerships and innovative 
financing. 

• Advocate for the U.S. Postal Service Bypass Mail 
Program. 

• Raise awareness of critical statewide strategic 
freight assets. 

  

State of Good Repair 
Keep what we have in a state of good 
repair 

• Establish a lowest life cycle cost approach for 
managing freight. 

• Work with stakeholders to inventory issues 
related to transporting super loads. 

  

Resiliency 
Have a freight network that can 
recover quickly from disruptions 

• Develop risk response strategies in a Freight 
Resiliency Plan. 

  

Sustainability  
Promote a sustainable, clean, 
equitable freight system 

• Support strategies that reduce fuel consumption 
and emissions.  

• Develop a Sustainable Freight Transportation 
Plan. 
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Strategic Partners  
Collaborate with other levels of 
government, industry partners, and 
the public 

• Maintain the Statewide Freight Advisory 
Committee. 

• Create new multimodal DOT&PF freight team to 
facilitate planning. 

• Assist the state’s MPOs in maintaining their 
freight plans. 

  

Stewardship of the  
Transportation System 
Find the best, most affordable ways to 
improve the freight network 
 

• Create new, high-priority designation for critical 
connections. 

• Track and identify new critical freight corridors 
for possible addition to the system. 

• Engage with MARAD marine highway routes and 
funding opportunities. 

• Continue to protect airspace around airports. 
  

Performance-Based Management 
Have stable, flexible, and long-term 
funding sources  

• Be transparent with funding levels by mode and 
pursue increased transportation revenue and 
innovative financing. 

• Implement a “single source of truth” for 
statewide freight data. 

• Improve data collection related to freight carried 
by the AMHS and rural aviation. 

• Measure progress of decisions and investments 
using objective data 

  

Transportation Innovation 
Leverage innovations that benefit 
safety, efficient freight movement, 
and work force needs 
 

• Improve system capacity and reduce safety risks 
through new technologies. 
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